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What is the Virginia 365 Project? 

The Virginia 365 Project to End Childhood Hunger is a demonstration project that seeks to 

end childhood hunger by providing food to children where they learn, live and play 365 

days a year.  The Commonwealth of Virginia was selected to participate in this 

demonstration project by the United States Department of Agriculture.  Within the 

Commonwealth, approximately 7,500 children will be positively impacted by this 

demonstration project.  
 

Nine school divisions in Virginia were randomly selected to participate.  Richmond City 

Schools will represent urban areas, while schools in the southwest region of Virginia will 

represent rural areas.  Students in participating schools will receive supplemental 

nutritional benefits from new or existing USDA 

programs in innovative ways to demonstrate 

their effect on ending hunger.  Here are some 

examples:  

 All students in these schools will 

receive 3 meals per day, at no cost to 

the student, for the 2016-17 and 2017-

18 school years. 

 Families of students who qualify for free 

or reduced price meals in these schools 

will receive $60 per month, per child, in 

electronic benefits in June, July and 

August 2016, to be spent on food.    

 All students and their families in these 

schools will be eligible for nutrition 

education classes offered by the 

Virginia Cooperative Extension.  

 All students in these schools will 

receive a backpack of food for 

weekends and short school breaks.  
  

The project, which was initiated by Dorothy 

McAuliffe, First Lady of Virginia, aims to 

decrease food insecurity, school absenteeism, 

and behavioral problems while increasing 

academic performance.  The project is funded 

by the USDA.   

PARTNERS 
First Lady of Virginia Dorothy McAuliffe 

Feeding America Southwest Virginia 

FeedMore 

Share Our Strength 

Southeast United Dairy Industry 
Association 

Virginia Department of Education 

Virginia Department of Health 

Virginia Department of Social Services 

Virginia foundation for Healthy Youth 

Virginia Tech – Cooperative Extension 

Project Timeline 
 

February 2016 - Mathematica Policy 

Research, Inc. began contacting 

participating families by phone to 

conduct surveys.  Families who 

participate will receive $30 for their 

time. These calls will continue through 

the end of May.  Please consider 

participating in these calls, as your 

responses are vital in demonstrating 

the positive effects of the project.   

 

June, July & August, 2016—families 

of children in participating schools 

who are eligible for free and reduced 

meals will receive electronic benefits 

of $60 per month, per child in these 

schools, to be spent on food.  

 

June 2016—beginning in June, and 

extending throughout the project, all 

families with children in participating 

schools will be offered Nutrition 

Education classes through the Virginia 

Cooperative Extension.  

   

August 2016—throughout the entire 

2016-17 and 2017-18 academic 

years, all students in participating 

schools will be offered three meals 

per day, at no charge, regardless of 

their eligibility for free & reduced 

meals.  All students will be offered 

backpacks  for weekends and short 

school breaks as well.  Backpacks for 

2017-18 will be provided based on 

available funding. 

  

 



                                                                                     

  

In 2015, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

launched an initiative to develop new solutions to end childhood 

hunger. As a part of this initiative, the USDA was able to provide 

$27 million in grants to states and tribal nations to test innovative 

strategies for ensuring all American children have enough to eat.  

Funds were awarded through a competitive application process; state governments from 

across the country, including Virginia, submitted project proposals. After all of the 

proposals were evaluated, the Chickasaw Nation, Kentucky, the Navajo Nation, Nevada 

and Virginia were chosen to receive grants. 
 

The Virginia 365 Project will test the impact of providing: 

1. Three school meals a day to all children in select schools during the  

school year 

2. Food for weekends and school breaks 

3. More resources for low-income households to purchase food during the 

summer months when school meals may not be available. 

 

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil 

rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and 

institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by 

USDA.  
  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program 

information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should 

contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are 

deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made 

available in languages other than English. 
 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 

Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a 

letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the 

form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 

completed form or letter to USDA by:  

(1)  mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 

Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  

 (2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or  

 (3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

 

Virginia Department of Education 

School Nutrition Programs 

James Monroe Building, 21st Floor 

101 North 14th Street 

Richmond, VA 23219 

Mailing address: 

PO Box 2120 

Richmond, VA  23218-2120 

804-225-2074 

Lynne.Fellin@doe.virginia.gov  

Sherri.Dorsey@doe.virginia.gov 

Jeanette.Stickler@doe.virginia.gov  

  

Southwest Virginia Office 

121 Bagley Circle, Suite 432 

Marion, VA  24354 

276-782-3336 

Leighann.Adams@doe.virginia.gov  

  

For more information about the 

Virginia 365 Project to  

End Childhood Hunger, visit 

www.doe.virginia.gov 
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